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SUMMARY 
There is an opportunity for the Council to demonstrate its strong commitment and 
support for electric vehicles by providing a charging point infrastructure in its “off street” 
car parks within the main towns. As take up of electric vehicles increases this 
demonstrates the Council’s commitment to lead by example and take the initiative by 
investing in new technology for the benefit of residents, businesses and visitors. 
 

 



 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that: 
 

1. Cabinet supports the principle to introduce electric vehicle charging points in 
appropriate Council owned car parks across the District. 

2. The Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee work with the Cabinet 
Member for Environment to develop a scheme for delivery of charging points. 

3. Delegated authority be given to the Cabinet Member for Environment and the 
Cabinet Member for Retail and Visitor Economy, to approve and implement the 
final scheme for delivery of charging points. 

 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND TO REPORT 
 
1.1 The Government has made a clear commitment to improve air quality and meet 

emission targets.  This commitment supports the development of Ultra Low 
Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) and bans the sale of new diesel and petrol vehicles 
from sale in the UK from 2040. 

 
1.2 South Kesteven declared an Air Quality Management Area in the centre of 

Grantham in 2013 and in response developed an Air Quality Action Plan.  This 
contains a number of measures which will be supported by the initiative being 
put forward in this report (see section 11 below, for link to the Air Quality Action 
Plan). 
 

1.3 Currently, there are limited publicly accessible electric vehicle charging points in 
the District. This does not incentivise ownership of electric vehicles or facilitate 
vehicle charging for visitors to the area. The provision of electric vehicle 
charging points would support the increase in electric vehicle ownership and 
also demonstrate the Council’s commitment to lead by example and take the 
initiative by utilising new technology.  

 
1.4 A vehicle charging infrastructure could be introduced within the Council’s own 

off- street car parking sites.  These are located across the four main towns and 
provide an opportunity to easily and quickly install a suitable network.  Studies 
and site surveys are currently being undertaken to establish the suitability of 
sites for the introduction of dual stations (enabling two vehicles to be charged 
simultaneously).  

 
 Benefits 
 
1.5 This approach demonstrates the Council’s leadership and willingness to invest 

for the future of its residents by providing the following benefits:- 
 

 Assists in the improvement of air quality within the District specifically in 
Grantham where there is an Air Quality Management Area. 

 Supports and encourages the “visitor economy” by allowing visitors to 
charge their vehicles whilst spending time in our towns. 

 Encourages residents to switch to electric vehicles 
  



 

 

 Indicative Costs 
 
1.6 There are other factors which will need to be further explored, including the type 

of charging connector point, the speed of connection and the method of 
payment.     

  
1.7 The following table provides a comparison of charging types, power supply 

requirements, estimated charging times and purchase costs per unit, excluding 
services. Further details relating to “fast charge” units are provided in Appendix 
A.  

 

Type of Charge Fully Charged Time  Indicative Cost £ 

Slow A/C 3.7kW 8-12 hours 400 

Fast A/C 7kW 4-6 hours 700 

Fast AC/DC 20kW 1-2 hours 12,000 

Rapid 3-phase 50kW 20-30 minutes (80% 
charged) 

18,000 

  
 Government Funding 
 
1.8 Government grant funding is available to support electric vehicle charging 

points through a number of schemes:- 
 

 Home Charge – up to 75% of the costs of installing charge points at 
domestic properties 

 Workplace  - voucher based scheme to support up-front costs of the 
purchase and installation of electric vehicle charge points for dedicated 
employee spaces only 

 On Street Residential Charge Point Scheme 

 Air Quality Grant Programme for those with a designated air quality 
management area 

 
It is our intention to evaluate the most appropriate scheme in order to maximise 
the external financial support. This includes approaching third parties and 
vehicle manufacturers to seek their support. 
 
Electric Vehicle Market Size 

 
1.9 Sales of electric plug-in cars started to increase from 2014. In 2016, 36,907 

plug-in electric vehicles were registered. In the first 6 months of 2017, 22,348 
new electric or plug-in hybrid vehicles were registered, up 15 % on the same 
period in 2016. Market share of new car sales now stands at 1.5%. The graph 
below shows how plug-ins have been capturing a larger share of the market. 
 



 

 

 
 
1.10  The market for electric vehicles is growing with numerous sale forecasts which 

range from 100,000 to 1,500,000 new sales in approximately 8 years’ time. In 
2016 Britain sold almost 37,000 units, second only to Norway in Europe.  

 
1.11 The technology to support the range vehicles can travel and their capabilities is 

constantly improving. These improvements will help electric vehicles to become 
more mainstream. The intention is to incorporate a number of electric vehicles 
into the Council’s fleet and the associated charging points, as part of this 
initiative. 

  
2. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
  
2.1 Any future final scheme will need to carefully consider the funding 

arrangements, such as the availability of grant support and the potential for third 
party provision.  

  
3. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  
 
3.1 The intention is to utilise the existing capital financing available from within the 

Council’s vehicle replacement programme subject to final scheme and 
associated costs. Any future options will also look to set appropriate fees for 
using the facility. These will need to be set at an appropriate time. 

 
4. RISK AND MITIGATION  
 
4.1 Risk will be considered before any final scheme is approved. 

 
5. ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS (EQUALITY, SAFEGUARDING 

etc.) 
 
5.1 This will be considered as part of the development of any final scheme. 
 



 

 

  
6. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 This will be considered as part of the development of any final scheme. 
 
7. COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
7.1 Savings on vehicle procurement have created an under spend of £117K which 

could be utilised in 2017/18. If the expenditure is undertaken in 2018/19 
additional approvals will be required. Careful attention must be paid when 
setting fees and charges, mindful of both cost recovery and the local market. 

 
8. COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
  
8.1 The National Planning Policy Framework states (para35) that ‘Plans should 

protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes for 
the movement of goods or people. Therefore, developments should be located 
and designed where practical to […] incorporate facilities for charging plug-in 
and other ultra-low emission vehicles’   

 
8.2 Any proposed infrastructure could be considered as part of the planning policy 

for the area. In addition, it could be considered in respect of individual planning 
developments or, in this case, through non-planning routes where provision is 
flexible. This could be useful where levels of provision have not yet been 
established. 

 
8.3 Local authorities in the UK have a responsibility under Local Air Quality 

Management (LAQM) legislation to review air quality. Where concentrations 
exceed national objectives, measures should be put in place to reduce 
emissions.  
 

9. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICES  
 
9.1 None 
 
10.  APPENDICES 
  
10.1 Appendix A Indicative Fast Charge Unit Costings 
  
11.  BACKGROUND PAPERS 
  
11.1 South Kesteven Air Quality Action Plan 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=17687&p=0  
 

  

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=17687&p=0


 

 

Appendix A  
 
Indicative Fast Charge Unit Costings 

 
The costs set out below are estimates based on current information. The car parks are 
being surveyed with regards to the ideal positioning of the charging units based on the 
proximity of power sources etc. Until such information is available an assumption has 
been made where the charging point is within 10 metres of a source of power hook up. 
Cost of electrical cables etc, provided by Western Power installations. 
 

Fast Charge units (20kW)                                                         £12,000.00 (approx.) 

10 metres of cable @£11.00 per metre                                    £     110.00 

10 metres of ground works @ £70.00 per 
metre 

£     700.00 

Commissioning per unit                                                            £     150.00 

Data Package (communicating unit)                                        £     360.00 (for 3 years) 

Revenue Recovery (to claim back 
electricity costs 

£     190.00 

Signage & Painting of bays £  1,000.00 

Maintenance       £     249.00 

  

Total costs of double unit                                                             £14,759.00 

 
 
  


